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BOOK REVIEWS 343 

Iowa Official Register, 1915-1916. Compiled under the Supervision 
of Wm. S. Allen, Secretary of State, by Henry C. Bumgartner; 
Robert Henderson, State Printer; J. M. Jameson, State Binder. 
Des Moines, 1915. Pp. xvi+918. Illustrated. 

This twenty-sixth number of Iowa's official register compares 
favorably in make-up and subject matter with the legislative 
directories of the other States. It is a compendium of useful 
information on local government and institutions, religious and 
educational. The contents include a very poorly engraved map 
of the State on which many of the names of the towns and cities 
appear almost microscopically small; the documentary sources 
of constitutional liberty and government from the Magna Charta 
to Iowa's latest constitution; public officials and legislators from 
the territorial government to the Thirty-Sixth General Assembly; 
public and private education, political parties and platforms, 
recent election statistics, Iowa's representation in Congress and 
the organization of the federal government, a miscellaneous col- 
lection of local information; and fifty-six pages of biography in 
which the state officers, representatives and senators, and 
members of Congress are the modest subjects. 



Essays on Catholic Life. By Thomas O'HagaD, Ph.D., Litt.D. 
Baltimore: John Murphy Co., 1916. Pp. 166. 

Seven of the ten essays included in this little volume have 
already appeared in various Catholic periodicals and must be 
familiar to most of our readers. Of the remaining three, "The 
Influence of Religious Home Training" was read before the 
International Eucharistic Congress held in Montreal in 1910; 
"The Relation of the Catholic Journal to Catholic Literature" 
was heard by the Catholic Press Convention at Columbus in 
1911; and "The Relation of the Catholic School to Catholic 
Literature" was the subject of a paper read before the American 
Catholic Educational Convention held at Pittsburgh, July, 1912. 
The themes of the other essays are suggested by their titles — 
"The Office and Function of Poetry," "A Week in Rome," "The 
Irish Dramatic Movement," "Catholic Journalists and Journal- 
ism," "What Is Criticism?" "Catholic Intellectual Activities," 
and "The Catholic Element in English Poetry" — the last of 
which we recognize as the subject of an address delivered by 



